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NCALP Receives OSBF’s
Outstanding Organization
of the Year Award

Washington Post Publishes
Editorials by Capital Professors
Professors Margaret M. Cordray
and Bradley A. Smith each had
opinion editorials published in
recent editions of the Washington
Post.

The National Center for Adoption Law & Policy at Capital
University Law School will be honored in November with
the Ohio State Bar Foundation’s 2006 Outstanding
Program/Organization Award.

Margaret M. Cordray

NCALP Staff (left to right): Susan Truitt, Anna Lin, Debb
Stephens-Lacy, Carla Carpenter, Professor Kent Markus, Dawn
Viggiano, Denise St. Clair, Jenifer Thompson, Christine Morris

The Outstanding Program or Organization Award is given
annually to a nonprofit entity that “promotes the
Continued on Page 3

Law School Adopts New
Strategic Plan
This spring, the Law School adopted a new strategic
plan, Building on Our Momentum, Securing Our
Future: Strategies 2010, that will help guide decisionmaking and set priorities for the coming several years.
This plan was developed with the active participation
and input from our faculty, staff, alumni and students.

Building on Our Momentum, Securing Our Future:
Strategies 2010 presents a real opportunity for the
law school to solidify its position as a great regional
law school with a growing national reputation. This
Continued on Page 3

Professor Cordray co-authored an
editorial with Richard Cordray in
the July 11, 2006, edition of the
Washington Post. “Numbers that
Don’t Benefit the Court” discusses
the declining number of decisions
issued by the U.S. Supreme Court
and the impact this has on lower
courts.

A scholar on the U.S. Supreme
Court, Professor Cordray’s recent
articles in the Washington
University Law Quarterly and the
Arizona State Law Journal, have
focused on how the United States
Supreme Court sets its calendar
Bradley A. Smith
and selects its cases and the
impact this has on shaping
important political and social issues. She is a former judicial
clerk to the Hon. Kenneth W. Starr of the United States
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.
Professor Smith’s editorial, “Block the Vote, Abusing
Election Laws to Prevent Competition,” appeared in the
August 20, 2006, issue of the Washington Post. In this
editorial, Professor Smith, a former chairman of the
Federal Election Commission, argues that election laws
reduce competition and deprive voters of choices, rather
than facilitating a democratic process.
Professor Smith is one of the nation’s leading authorities
on election law and campaign finance. His most recent
Continued on Page 3
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FROM THE DEAN

Dean Jack A.
Guttenberg

I am always excited about the
beginning of a new academic
year. It brings with it new
students, new faculty, and new
endeavors. This year in
particular is exciting for us at
Capital University Law School, as
we begin the new year with a
clear focus and mission –
implementing our new strategic
plan – Building on Our
Momentum, Securing Our
Future: Strategies 2010.

Our strategic plan addresses a number of areas,
including strengthening and diversifying our
student body, enhancing the teaching environment
and enhancing the educational and student
experience. Important to our alumni though, the
strategic plan also requires us to engage with and
energize our alumni, build our reputation, and
create a culture of philanthropy.
This plan will benefit our current students and
faculty, future generations of law students, and our
alumni. By accomplishing all that the plan requires
of us, we will enhance the quality and skills of our
graduates, who will be even better prepared to
enter the worlds of business, law, and public
service; we will raise the quality of our educational
program; we will enhance the support for our
faculty, enabling them to be even greater teachers
and scholars; we will solidify the reputation of this
law school as a great regional law school with a
growing national reputation; and we will increase
the value of a Capital University Law School
degree. However, if we are to accomplish all of this
and be successful, we cannot do it alone. This plan
demands more from our faculty, our staff, our
students, and our alumni. The success of Building
on Our Momentum, Securing Our Future:
Strategies 2010 requires the support and
involvement of our alumni.
The strategic plan presents many opportunities for
our alumni to become engaged with the Law
School, and with each other, to help us achieve our
goals. For example, you will be hearing more
about opportunities to support our students and
their professional development through mentoring
and tutoring programs; you will be seeing more
opportunities to come together with your
classmates and colleagues at alumni events and
CLE programs; and as we build a strong culture of
philanthropy, you will be seeing more opportunities
to invest in your Law School in areas that will
directly impact the strategic plan.
There is great momentum here at Capital
University Law School. I invite you to be a part of it
and join with us as we fulfill the goals of our new
strategic plan and secure our future.
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CLE on Ohio’s New Rules of
Professional Conduct
The Capital University Law School Alumni Association is
sponsoring three CLEs on Ohio’s new rules of
professional conduct, which take effect Feb. 1, 2007.
Practicing Law Under Ohio's New Rules of Professional
Conduct CLE will be held in Columbus on Friday, Oct.
20, 2006; in Cincinnati on Friday, Nov. 10, 2006; and in
Cleveland on Friday, March 9, 2007. All programs will
run from 2:15 pm - 5:00 pm and will be followed by an
alumni reception. Approval has been requested for 2.5
CLE hours, including 2 hours of ethics and
professionalism and 1/2 hour of substance abuse
instruction. Capital alumni enjoy a discounted fee of
$35; the public fee is $85. For more information or to
register online, visit www.law.capital.edu/alumni, or call
the Office of Alumni Relations at (614) 236-6601.

Law School
Welcomes
New Class

Justice Terrence O’Donnell of
the Ohio Supreme Court

The Law School
welcomed its newest
class of about 250
students at its opening
convocation ceremony
held on August 17.

Justice Terrence
O’Donnell of the
Supreme Court of Ohio was the featured speaker. His
presentation, Thoughts Upon Entering the Noble
Profession, underscored the important roles lawyers have
played throughout history and the future importance this
generation of lawyers will have.
Each student was
presented with a
ceremonial gavel to
reinforce the Law
School’s ideals of
professionalism,
ethics and dignity.
“This year’s class
was selected from
one of the largest
Dean Jack Guttenberg presents
applicant pools in
incoming student Treisa Martin with a
gavel.
the school’s
history,” said Linda
Mihely, assistant dean of admission and financial aid.
“They represent a wealthy resource of diverse

CapitalBriefs
knowledge, experience, and interests.”

New Strategic Plan
Continued from Page 1

These students represent 16 states and 88
undergraduate institutions. Women comprise 46
percent of the class and 13 percent of the incoming
students are minorities. Eleven students already hold
a graduate degree.
Dean Jack A. Guttenberg said he is impressed with
how academically strong and diverse the new
students are.
OSBF’s Outstanding Program Award
Continued from Page 1

dissemination of public information, improvement
of public understanding and enhancement of public
education concerning our system of justice and how
it impacts the citizens of Ohio.”
Created in 1998, NCALP is the only entity of its kind
working to effect change in the laws, policies and
practices associated with child protection and
adoption systems. The Center, directed by
Professor of Law Kent Markus, uses research,
advocacy and education to bring positive change to
the child welfare system throughout Ohio and the
nation.
Some of the Center’s major initiatives include
Adoption Academy, the Adoption LawSite,
Adoption JobSite, an annual symposium on a
significant child welfare/ adoption-related topic,
amicus curia briefs, and weekly news and case
summaries. Adoption Academy is a 12 week class
designed to demystify the adoption process for
adoptive parents. The Adoption LawSite is the
nation’s first comprehensive online compilation and
synthesis of the law of adoption; it provides free
access to adoption related statutes and regulations,
as well as key cases and articles from every U.S.
state and territory, along with federal and
international materials. The Adoption JobSite
matches law students from across the nation with
private, public and nonprofit employers working in
child welfare and adoption law and policy.
“NCALP makes a significant impact on the judicial
and legislative systems affecting adoption and child
welfare policies, not only in Ohio but across the
nation as well,” said Dean Jack A. Guttenberg.
“The work of the Center is exceptional and they are
very deserving of this honor.”
Congratulations to NCALP and all its staff and
students for the great work they are doing to
improve the lives of children and for this justly
deserved recognition!

plan focuses our attention on the educational
activities of our students and faculty, while energizing
our alumni and driving us to develop the resources
necessary for future growth. The key components to
this plan are:

■ strengthening and diversifying our student
body, consistent with our historic commitment
to access and opportunity;
■ enhancing the student educational experience,
with a focus on academic counseling, academic
support and career development;
■ refining a curriculum that provides our students
with the competencies critical to their
professional development;
■ increasing the size and diversity of our faculty;
■ enhancing the quality of teaching and
scholarship;
■ enhancing the use of information and
technology, both educationally and
administratively;
■ examining our programmatic focus;
■ increasing the engagement of our alumni
and building our reputation; and
■ developing a culture of philanthropy.

Building on Our Momentum, Securing Our Future:
Strategies 2010 demands more of all of us —
students, faculty, staff and alumni. With this plan as a
guide, we will secure our reputation as a law school
that provides students with a rigorous professional
education, assembles an outstanding faculty of
educator/scholars, and includes alumni of growing
accomplishment and civic engagement. To view the
entire plan with its goals and key result areas, visit
www.law.capital.edu/about/strategicplan.
Washington Post Editorial
Continued from Page 1

article, “Boundary-Based Restrictions in Unbounded
Broadcast Media Markets: The Underinclusiveness of
McConnell's Overbreadth Analysis,” will appear in a
special upcoming election law symposium issue by
the Stanford Law & Policy Review.
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Profile in Success

Mote Recipient of
OSBA’s Highest Honor
The dedication Columbus attorney Scott R. Mote,
L’77, has demonstrated to the legal profession and
to others is remarkable—so
remarkable that he was awarded
the Ohio State Bar Association’s
(OSBA) highest honor this year,
the Bar Medal Award.

Scott R. Mote, L’77
Executive Director,
Ohio Lawyers
Assistance Program

The Bar Medal Award “is given
to an individual who exemplifies
unusually meritorious service to
the legal profession, to the
community and to humanity.”
Mote joins The Hon. George
Tyack, L’39, Frederick L.
Oremus, L’73, and Thomas J.
Bonasera, L’75, other Capital
University Law School graduates
who were bestowed with this
OSBA honor in previous years.

Mote is the executive director of the Ohio Lawyers
Assistance Program (OLAP), which provides
confidential help to lawyers, judges and law
students suffering from alcohol, and/or drug abuse
or addiction or mental illness.
Why do those in the law profession need an active
program like OLAP? Mote says, “The figures for
attorneys suffering from addiction, depression and
personality disorders are much higher than the
general population. In fact, 21-35 percent of male
lawyers suffer from depression; that’s about twice
what you’ll find in the general public.”
After building a successful legal career and going
through his own recovery, Mote accepted the
position as OLAP’s associate director in 1991 and
four years later was named executive director.
Under his guidance, OLAP’s services have grown.
Currently, OLAP has approximately 400 active files,
and continues to reach out to Ohio’s lawyers and
law schools to identify and help those with
chemical dependencies or mental health disorders.
Mote makes numerous presentations throughout
the year at law schools and continuing legal
educations programs about substance abuse,
4

addiction and mental illness.
Mote continues to practice law on a limited basis with
the Columbus, Ohio, firm of Harris, McClellan, Binau
& Cox, P.L.L., where he specializes in the areas of civil
litigation, family law and probate. He and his wife,
Gretchen Koehler Mote, ’75, L’78, an attorney for the
Ohio Bar Liability Insurance Company, live in
Columbus and their daughter is a senior at Kenyon
College. Mote is a volunteer for his church, Trinity
Lutheran, where, after three years on the executive
committee, he is now on call for special projects for
the Synod.
In every facet of his life, Mote continues to explore,
help others and endeavors to be “part of the
solution.” He says, “I believe that having a license to
practice law is an absolute privilege—a sacred trust
that is given to us by society. Every day, each of us
must strive to live up to that trust—every day and
with every action we take.”

NEWS YOU CAN REALLY USE!!
New Law Provides Incentive
for Charitable Distributions
of IRA Assets
If you, or one of your clients, are age 70 or older,
the IRA rollover provision signed into law Aug. 17,
2006, provides tax incentives to contribute individual
retirement account (IRA) assets to nonprofit entities.
This is a limited time opportunity that, at present, is
applicable only for charitable contributions made in
2006 and 2007.
The IRA rollover provision, approved as part of the
Pension Protection Act of 2006, allows donors, age
70 or older, to exclude from adjusted gross income
the amount of qualified charitable distributions, up
to $100,000 per year, from regular or Roth IRAs. The
provision expires on Dec.31, 2007.
To discuss making a qualified charitable contribution
to Capital University Law School, contact John
Strick, director of development and alumni relations,
at (614) 236-6601.

CapitalBriefs

Laich Receives Fellowship From
National Organization to
Support Her Work in Public
Interest Law
Third year law student Elizabeth
Laich came to law school with a
specific goal in mind: to help
patients facing critical illnesses
find a sense of control. This goal
has directed her work and
volunteerism for years.
This summer, Laich was chosen
as a Summer Corps Fellow by
Equal Justice Works. The
Summer Corps program
Elizabeth Laich, 3L
supports law students around
the country who are working to
expand the delivery of legal services to those with the
greatest need. Laich is the first Capital University Law
School student to win an award of this nature. It is a
competitive award given to law students around the
country dedicated to working a minimum of 300 hours
for a public interest organization.

While working for Capital University Law School’s
Tobacco Public Policy Institute to gain experience in the
policy arena, Laich’s dream job presented itself after
reading a New York Times article about a former
prosecuting attorney, Meg Gaines, who faced ovarian
cancer and created the Center for Patient Partnerships,
a patient advocacy center in Madison, Wis. The Center
met Laich’s career goals exactly. She called Gaines the
next day and asked to work for the Center. Gaines
requested a resume and Laich was hired.
For Laich it was the job of a lifetime. She said, “I
accepted the job without funding and didn’t think twice
about making any money. This opportunity was well
worth the monetary sacrifice.”
An involved student, Laich is the Executive Board
Secretary for the Health Law Association, is a member
of Phi Alpha Delta Law fraternity and serves on the
Student Bar Association’s Honor Code Committee.
Along with being a Summer Corp Equal Justice Works
Fellow, Laich received the Capital University Law School
Public Interest Summer Fellowship.
After law school, Laich, a native of Pittsburgh, Pa.,
plans to work in a corporate or legal environment to
groom her skills and knowledge in the healthcare field.

Graduate Tax Program
Celebrates 20 Years
This year marks the 20th anniversary of Capital University
Law School’s graduate law programs in tax. The first and
only Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Taxation program in Ohio
for attorneys, the program has graduated approximately
425 LL.M. and Master in Taxation (M.T.) students.
Professor Emeritus Robert Wade, the founding father of
the LL.M./M.T. program and director from 1986-1993,
said: “There was no graduate program in tax for
attorneys in Columbus or Ohio. I conducted a
comprehensive study of the demographics and
marketplace, and met with the partners in the top tax law
firms and accountancy firms in Columbus, as well as
leading tax professionals in major local corporations. We
determined there was a need for an advanced degree
and skills training in taxation.”

courses. Courses are taught by some of central Ohio’s
top tax practitioners and Capital’s resident tax faculty
— Professors Danshera Cords, Myron Grauer, Robert
Wade and Richard Wood.

The program began in the fall of 1986 with 26 attorneys
pursuing a Master of Laws (LL.M.) in taxation and 26
accountants pursing the Master of Taxation (M.T.) degree.
In 1988, the Law School added a LL.M. in Business and
Taxation and in 2000 it added a LL.M. in Business.

According to Danshera Cords, associate professor of
law and director of the graduate law programs, plans
for the future include continued growth in the
program, expanded course offerings and greater
interaction with the tax and business community.

By pursuing these terminal degrees, lawyers and
accountants gain an in-depth knowledge of tax law and
develop advanced skills in this specialty area. The
program requires 24 credit hours of advanced tax

For more information contact the Graduate Law
Programs Office at (614) 236-7305 or via e-mail at
culsgradlaw@law.capital.edu. Visit
www.law.capital.edu/gradlaw.

First Full-time Faculty Members of the Graduate
Tax Program (left to right): Ronald Worley, David
Johnston, Carole (Butler) Berry, Addison Dewey,
Richard Donovan and Robert Wade
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Law School Events

Scholars Day
Robert H. Schottenstein,
L’77, Chairman and CEO
of M/I Homes Inc.,
speaks to Capital
University Law School
scholarship recipients at
Scholars Day held on
April 1, 2006.

Alumni Admitted to the U.S. Supreme Court Bar
Seven Capital University Law School alumni were admitted to the
U.S. Supreme Court on April 26, 2006, and were sworn into the bar
by Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. Pictured left to right: Brian
Brokate, L’79; Mary Katherine Smith, L’91; Kevin Popham, L’96; Dean
Jack A. Guttenberg; Brian Richards; Tami Kamin-Meyer, L’90; Janice
Flowers, L’01; Assistant Dean of Career Services Mary Ann Willis; Jill
Matthews, L’01. Not pictured, Congresswoman Deborah Pryce, L’76

Alumni Office Supports
July Bar Examinees
Patsy Thomas, L’94 Receives
2006 David D. White Award
Pictured left to right: Columbus City Council Member
Patsy Thomas, L’94; African American Law Alumni
Association President Freddie Johnson, L’93; Kegler
Brown Hill & Ritter Managing Partner Michael E.
Zatezalo; Dean Jack A. Guttenberg

Seeking Class Agents!
Capital University Law School is in need of
class agents for the graduating classes of:
1972, 1977, 1982, 1987, 1992, 1997 and
2002. A class agent is an alumnus who
will contact his or her class members for
contributions to their Class Scholarship
Endowment. This is a great opportunity
to increase your participation rate as a
class. If you are already a donor, help
engage your fellow alumni and build
upon your legacy. Contact Sherri
Wilmoth, assistant director of annual
giving, at swilmoth@law.capital.edu, or
by phone at 614-236-6602.
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Of the approximately 180 Capital University Law School alumni who
sat for the Ohio State Bar Exam July 25-27, 2006, more than 150
attended events sponsored by the Alumni Association. Each day,
complimentary breakfast and lunch tailgates were held in the Veterans
Memorial parking lot, the site of the exam.

Celebrating the completion of the Ohio
Bar Exam at the After-the-Bar Party held
at Planks on July 27, 2006 (left to right):
Lorri Posani, ’03, L’06; Colleen Cottrell,
L’06; Stacy Mills, L’06

Matthew Zenko, L’06 (left) and
Mark Hatcher, L’06, T’06 (right) at
the After-the-Bar Party

Alumni Weekend 2006

CapitalBriefs

Alumni Weekend
The Law School had a great turnout for Alumni Weekend
held April 28-29, 2006. Nearly 300 alumni returned to
take part in a variety of events, including the Alumni
Awards Luncheon, All Alumni/Bar Success Reception, Golf
Outing at Foxfire Golf Club, Alumni Judges & Magistrates
Wall of Honor Rededication, Donor Wall Dedication and
Philanthropy Celebration Dinner.
Left to right: Elaine Silveira, L’99; Susan Zurface
Daniels, L’99; and Jacqueline Hagerott, L’99,
T’02 at the Golf Outing at Foxfire Golf Club.

John Hartranft Jr., L’00; Craig Carlson, L'91; Jaime Landrum,
L’03; Jenny Swinerton, L’04; and Allison Slagle Tracey, L’05 at
the Alumni Awards Luncheon held at The Columbus
Renaissance Hotel.
Rededication of Alumni Judges & Magistrates Wall
in Room 208. Left to right: Judge Michael J.
Holbrook, L’83; Magistrate Janie D. Roberts, L’85;
Judge Monte C. White, L’70; Magistrate Tina M.
Boyer, L’94; Judge Jennifer L. Brunner, L’83;
Magistrate Christine Lippe, L’86; Magistrate Kate
Graham, P’77, L’82; Dean Jack A. Guttenberg

Alumni Award Honorees (left to right): Dean Jack A. Guttenberg; Jo
Barrett, P’73, John W. McCormac Award; Lisa Eschleman, L’87, Moot Court
Alumnus of the Year; Josiah H. Blackmore II, H’86, H’98, Josiah H.
Blackmore II Dean’s Award; Terri T. Botsko, L’91, Alumni Outstanding
Service Award; Michele L. Noble, L’00, Young Alumnus of the Year;
President of the Alumni Association Gunther K. Lahm, L’87. Not pictured:
The Hon. Michael H. Watson, L’87, H’05, Distinguished Alumnus of the Year

Robert J. Weiler, L’83, H’05 speaking at the dedication
of the new donor wall in the second floor lobby.

Save the Date for Alumni Weekend 2007! April 26 – 28, 2007
2007 Alumni Awards Call for Nominations!
Nominations are open for the 2007 Capital University Law School alumni awards: Alumni Distinguished
Service Award, Distinguished Alumnus of the Year Award and the Young Alumnus of the Year Award.
All awards will be presented at the 2007 Alumni Awards Luncheon to be held Friday, April 27.
For award descriptions and the nomination form, visit www.law.capital.edu/alumni.
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Are You Signed-up
for Our Electronic
Newsletter and Online
Alumni Community?
Are you receiving
Capital eBriefs, the
Law School’s
electronic newsletter?
Have you signed-up
to join the Online
Alumni Community?

Capital eBriefs is e-mailed five times a year
and provides you with the most current
news, upcoming CLE, events, and
happenings about Law School alumni. With
the electronic newsletter, you can register for
CLE and events online and stay up-to-date
throughout the year with information about
your alma mater. Visit www.law.capital.edu/
alumni/ebriefs to join today.
The Online Alumni Community provides you
the opportunity to stay connected to your
alma mater, classmates and peers. The
community is password protected and
provides a searchable alumni directory,
where you can search for Law School or
Capital University alumni by name,
graduation year and geographical location.
It also offers Web postcards, online photo
albums and other resources. Register today
at www.law.capital.edu/alumni.

Upcoming Events and CLE
Oct. 20

Alumni Association Sponsored CLE in Columbus on Ohio’s
New Rules of Professional Conduct (2.5 CLE)

Oct. 27

Tobacco Public Policy Center Conference: Waiting to Exhale?
The Future of Tobacco Litigation (5.75 CLE)

Oct. 27

Bar Success Reception

Nov. 3

Philip J. Fulton National Moot Court Team Honorary Round
and Moot Court Alumni Reception

Nov. 4

Admission Open House

Nov. 8

Alumni Association Board Meeting

Nov. 10

Alumni Association Sponsored CLE in Cincinnati on Ohio’s
New Rules of Professional Conduct (2.5 CLE)

Nov. 16

Handling Workplace Conflicts (12.25 CLE)

Dec. 2

Annual David D. White CLE Sponsored by the African
American Law Alumni Association (6.5 CLE)

Feb. 7

Alumni Association Board Meeting

Feb. 15

Capital University Law Review Wells Conference
on Adoption Law

Feb. 16-18

National Moot Court Competition in Child Welfare and
Adoption Law

Mar. 9

Alumni Association Sponsored CLE in Cleveland on Ohio’s
New Rules of Professional Conduct (2.5 CLE)

April 13

Annual John E. Sullivan Lecture Sponsored by the Capital
University Law Review

April 26-28

Alumni Weekend 2007

April 27

Alumni Awards Luncheon

May 15-18

3rd National Conference of Minority Professionals in
Alternative Dispute Resolution

May 20

Law School Commencement

2006

2007

For more information or to register for an event, contact the Office of Alumni Relations
at (614) 236-6601, e-mail events@law.capital.edu, or visit www.law.capital.edu.
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