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IN
What's Your Greenhouse Gas
THIS Emissions Strategy?
ISSUE By Christopher W. Cheatham, Cheatham Consulting, LLC
What's Your
Greenhouse
Gas Emission
The long, painful death of cap-and-trade legislation in
2010 finally came to an end in July when Senator Harry Reid
Strategy?
announced that the Senate would not be pursuing a
comprehensive energy bill. But the Obama Administration has
Appointment of quietly been implementing other policies that will phase in
the Forum
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reporting requirements,
Nominating
drastically reshape the federal procurement system, and
ultimately create a market for emissions reductions. Contractors
Committee
and vendors that are prepared to report GHG emissions could
benefit tremendously from the shift in procurement.
Message from
the Chair-Elect Executive Order Prompts GSA Action
In October 2009, President Barack Obama signed Executive
Order 13514, which included a number of stringent sustainability
The Forum
requirements for the federal government.1 Among the various
Young Lawyers requirements, Section 13 asked the GSA to make
Section
recommendations regarding "requiring contractors . . . to develop
and make available its greenhouse gas inventory and description
of efforts to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions." The GSA
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responded with its report "Executive Order 13514 Section 13:
The Corporate Recommendations for Vendor and Contractor Emissions," which
Counsel Brief is currently being reviewed by the Administration.2 Importantly,
the GSA report concludes that it is feasible to implement a
"phased approach, for the Federal Government to track and
Twenty
reduce its … supply chain emissions through coordination with
Mistakes
suppliers and other stakeholders." The report goes on to propose
Attorneys
the implementation of a voluntary GHG emissions reporting
Make in
mechanism for contractors and vendors over the two years
Arbitration and starting in 2011. Read more...
How to Avoid
Them

Farewell from
Austin

Editor's Note

The Forum
Student Writing
Competition

FULL ISSUE
AVAILABLE
APPOINTMENT OF THE FORUM
FOR
NOMINATING COMMITTEE
DOWNLOAD

LAW STUDENT
WRITING COMPETITION

The following people have been The ABA Forum on the
Construction Industry
appointed to serve on the
Nominating Committee, and to announces a writing competition
for law students currently
select and submit to the
membership the nominees for attending ABA-accredited law
the positions of Chair-Elect and schools. Read more...
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four Governing Committee
Members:
Read more...
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